                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

For first time dog owners congratulations on the introduction of a new member to your family. Your new puppy will bring you years of enjoyment, fun, laughter and sometimes pain when your favorite slipper, furniture, or sneaker is chewed on. The best advice that I can give you is to treat your puppy as you would a newborn baby, never leave it unattended where it can get into trouble. Read up on what you should do as a responsible dog owner and try to anticipate your puppies needs as it matures. The AKC website is an excellent source of knowledge as well as hundreds of books which you can get from your local library. Call a friend who has a dog or call us back if you need help. Please feel free to call us or write us (E:mail works best) as your puppy gets older and give us some feedback on your puppy. Pictures would be great!

Delivery Data/ Paperwork/ Food Package:

· Application for AKC membership, you must submit the form with registration fee

· Health Guarantee

· Vet records

· 1 days supply of wet and dry puppy food

· Pedigrees for Sire and Dam posted at our website

· Sire and Dam Hip, Elbow Eye Certificates

Free Advice:

· Dogs are now paper trained and have been going outside several times a day. Put newspaper by their sleeping areas and they will use it. Take the dog out often specially when first waking or immediately after meals. Do use kennels as part of their training but remember that they cannot hold themselves very long. Puppies will make mistakes if you are not attentive to their needs. They and you will get the hang of this process fairly fast.

· Get the puppy in the habit of staying in the kennel when you are not at home. Take the puppy out to do it’s business as soon as you get home. At eight weeks old 2-3 hours without a mistake is all that you can expect. As the puppy gets older, the amount of time in the kennel can increase. Dogs will not potty in the kennel unless they have been in there too long. Get a big kennel.

· Get your puppy something to chew on or they will get something to chew on. Don’t introduce them to old shoes or sneakers. They will not know the difference (in the future) between old and new. Even if you do get them something, be prepared for them to choose something else. Be attentive! My experience is that Tennis Balls are cheap and durable.

· Get your puppy used to leash as soon as possible. Do not get and expensive dog collar too soon. They will grow out of them.

Food:

· The Puppies have been brought up on NUTRO Natural Choice Large Breed Puppy dry food. We have been supplementing that with “wet” NUTRO Natural Choice Lamb and Rice Formula Puppy food.

· Dogs have been fed three (3) times per day. After a couple of weeks, once the transition has occurred and when the puppies weight has increased you may want to cut the feeding back to twice per day. Each pup has been consuming ½ cup (moistened) dry and one tablespoon wet per meal. That is an average since the pups are different sizes. Refer to the packaging instructions on the package for serving sizes. Remember these  are based on puppy weight. 

· I would suggest staying with NUTRO at least until the puppies are full grown 16-18 months. You may want to phase out the wet food (wait for 1-2 months after you get your puppy home) but that is a personal preference. Feed your dog the highest quality food, which you can afford. Never and I repeat never table scraps. Good food will help you avoid unneeded vet visits and extend the length and quality of life of your pet. Here locally, Pet Quarters has a great selection, with good prices. Do not overfeed your dog and have water available at all times.

Exercise;

· Labs need to be exercised often. Ours get a 10 minute  walk first thing in the morning and then a longer ½ hour walk at night. On the weekends, they get a lot more exercise. I find that swimming is the best form of exercise if weather permits. Labs love the water. My dogs love to chase tennis balls and sometimes 15 minutes of chasing will suffice.

Good luck

Paul and Marian Laroche

Visit our website www.larocheslabs.com
E-mail us at plaroche@suscom-maine.net
